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(d) A tribe may enter into an 
ISDEAA contract or agreement to de-
velop, implement, and maintain an al-
ternative tribal management system 
for that tribe, provided that such sys-
tems are consistent with Federal man-
agement systems. 

§ 170.503 How are IRR Program man-
agement systems funded? 

BIA uses IRR Program management 
funds to develop the nationwide IRR 
Program management systems. If a 
tribe elects to develop its own tribal 
management system based on the na-
tionwide management system require-
ments in 23 CFR part 973, it may use 
for this purpose either: 

(a) The funds defined in 23 U.S.C. 
204(j) for IRR Program tribal transpor-
tation planning; or 

(b) IRR Program construction funds. 

BRIDGE INSPECTION 

§ 170.504 When and how are bridge in-
spections performed? 

IRR bridge inspections must be per-
formed at least every 2 years to update 
the NBI using criteria that meets or 
exceeds applicable Federal standards 
(23 CFR 650.305). 

(a) Federal standards for bridge in-
spections are found in 23 CFR part 650, 
subpart C. 

(b) Tribes may develop alternative 
bridge inspection standards, provided 
that these standards meet or exceed 
applicable Federal standards. 

§ 170.505 How must bridge inspections 
be coordinated? 

This section applies to bridge inspec-
tors working for BIA; for tribes under 
an ISDEAA contract or self-governance 
agreement; or for State, county, or 
local governments. Before performing 
an inspection, inspectors must: 

(a) Notify affected tribes and State 
and local governments that an inspec-
tion will occur; 

(b) Offer tribal and State and local 
governments the opportunity to ac-
company the inspectors; and 

(c) Otherwise coordinate with tribal 
and State and local governments. 

§ 170.506 What are the minimum quali-
fications for certified bridge inspec-
tors? 

The person responsible for the bridge 
inspection team must meet the quali-
fications for bridge inspectors as de-
fined in 23 CFR part 650, subpart C. 

§ 170.507 Who reviews bridge inspec-
tion reports? 

The person responsible for the bridge 
inspection team must send a copy of 
the inspection report to the BIA re-
gional office. The regional office: 

(a) Reviews the report and furnishes 
a copy to the affected tribe for review, 
comment, and use in programming 
transportation projects; and 

(b) Sends the report to BIADOT for 
quality assurance and inclusion in the 
National Bridge Inventory (NBI). 

APPENDIX A TO SUBPART D—CULTURAL 
RESOURCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR THE IRR PRO-
GRAM 

All BIA work for the IRR Program must 
comply with cultural resource and environ-
mental requirements under applicable Fed-
eral laws and regulations, including, but not 
limited to: 

1. 16 U.S.C. 1531, Endangered Species Act. 
2. 16 U.S.C. 4601, Land and Water Conserva-

tion Fund Act (Section 6(f)). 
3. 16 U.S.C. 661–667d, Fish and Wildlife Co-

ordination Act. 
4. 23 U.S.C. 138, Preservation of Parklands. 
5. 25 U.S.C. 3001–3013, Native American 

Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. 
6. 33 U.S.C. 1251, Federal Water Pollution 

Control Act and Clean Water Act. 
7. 42 U.S.C. 7401, Clean Air Act. 
8. 42 U.S.C. 4321, National Environmental 

Policy Act. 
9. 49 U.S.C. 303, Preservation of Parklands. 
10. 7 U.S.C. 4201, Farmland Protection Pol-

icy Act. 
11. 50 CFR part 402, Endangered Species 

Act regulations. 
12. 7 CFR part 658, Farmland Protection 

Policy Act regulations. 
13. 40 CFR part 93, Air Quality Conformity 

and Priority Procedures for use in Federal- 
aid Highway and Federally-Funded Transit 
Programs. 

14. 23 CFR part 771, Environmental Impact 
and Related Procedures. 

15. 23 CFR part 772, Procedures for Abate-
ment of Highway Traffic Noises and Con-
struction Noises. 

16. 23 CFR part 777, Mitigation of Impacts 
To Wetlands and Natural Habitat. 
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17. 36 CFR part 800, Protection of Historic 
Properties. 

18. 40 CFR parts 260–271, Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act. 

19. Applicable tribal/State laws. 
20. Other applicable Federal laws and regu-

lations. 

APPENDIX B TO SUBPART D—DESIGN 
STANDARDS FOR THE IRR PROGRAM 

Depending on the nature of the project, 
tribes may use the following design stand-
ards. Additional standards may also apply. 
To the extent that any provisions of these 
standards are inconsistent with ISDEAA, 
these provisions do not apply. 

1. AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of 
Highways and Streets. 

2. AASHTO A Guide for Transportation 
Landscape and Environmental Design. 

3. AASHTO Roadside Design Guide, latest 
edition. 

4. AASHTO Guide for Selecting, Locating 
and Designing Traffic Barriers, latest edi-
tion. 

5. AASHTO Standard Specifications for 
Highway Bridges, latest edition. 

6. AASHTO Guidelines of Geometric Design 
of Very Low-Volume Local Roads (ADT less 
than or equal to 400). 

7. FHWA Federal Lands Highway, Project 
Development and Design Manual. 

8. FHWA Flexibility in Highway Design. 
9. FHWA Roadside Improvements for Local 

Road and Streets. 
10. FHWA Improving Guardrail Installa-

tions and Local Roads and Streets. 
11. 23 CFR part 625, Design Standards for 

Highways. 
12. 23 CFR part 630, Preconstruction Proce-

dures. 
13. 23 CFR part 633, Required Contract Pro-

visions. 
14. 23 CFR part 635, Construction and Main-

tenance. 
15. 23 CFR part 645, Utilities. 
16. 23 CFR part 646, Railroads. 
17. 23 U.S.C. 106, PS&E. 
18. 23 U.S.C. 109, Standards. 
19. DOT Metric Conversion Plan, October 

31, 1991. 
20. MUTCD Manual of Uniform Traffic 

Safety Devices, latest edition. 
21. Standard Specifications for Construc-

tion of Roads and Bridges on Federal High-
way Projects, latest edition. 

Subpart E—Service Delivery for 
Indian Reservation Roads 

FUNDING PROCESS 

§ 170.600 What must BIA include in the 
notice of availability of funds? 

(a) Upon receiving the total fiscal 
year of IRR Program funding from 
FHWA, BIA will publish a notice of 
availability of funds in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER that includes the following: 

(1) The total funding available to 
each region for IRR transportation 
planning, design, and construction 
projects based on each region’s Rel-
ative Need Distribution Factor (RNDF) 
defined in subpart C; 

(2) The total funding available to 
each tribe based on its RNDF, along 
with prior year information on IRR 
Program funding by tribe that identi-
fies over-funded or advance-funded 
tribes; and 

(3) A listing of FHWA-approved 
IRRTIP projects for each State within 
each BIA region. 

(b) Upon publication of the notice 
under this section, each BIA Regional 
Office must provide to each tribe with-
in its region: 

(1) A proposed project listing used to 
develop the region’s control schedule; 

(2) An offer to provide the tribe with 
technical assistance in preparing con-
tract proposals; 

(3) The various options available to 
the tribe for IRR construction projects 
(force account methods, direct service, 
self-determination contract, and self- 
governance agreement); and 

(4) A request for a response from the 
tribe within 30 days. 

§ 170.601 What happens to the unused 
portion of IRR Program manage-
ment and oversight funds reserved 
by the Secretary? 

BIA distributes any unused IRR Pro-
gram management and oversight funds 
to its Regional Offices using the RNDF 
(see subpart C). The Regional Offices 
use the funds for additional construc-
tion activities. 

§ 170.602 If a tribe incurs unforeseen 
construction costs, can it get addi-
tional funds? 

Yes. To the extent feasible, the Sec-
retary must pay for all costs incurred 
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